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and the Department of Mines and Navigation. In the dfparts-
ments the control of local branch railways is organized by a
prefect's order.
Economic and financial control is under the Secretaries of State
for Communications (General Transport Board) and National
Economy and Finance (Board of General Economy and Treasury
Board) acting jointly. The link between the two departments
is supplied by a branch of the Financial Inspectorate.
The Audit Committee for the accounts of the railway systems
is maintained, but in altered form.
3. CO-ORDINATION
A law published on October 25, 1940, and applicable in both
zones, enacted that in every dtpartement a Committee of three
should draw up a plan for passenger transport that would do away
with duplication between road and rail services on the one hand,
and on the other with certain road services themselves.
With regard to goods, the law maintains the distinction between
short hauls (contiguous departements) and long hauls." The latter
are prohibited, except with administrative authorization, for all
motor vehicles.
A decree published on May 27, 1941, laid down certain regula-
tions relating to co-ordination of road and rail. A law published
on December 27, 1940, had already aimed at facilitating combined
rail and road transport.
In statements to the Havas Agency (Le Temps, January 8, 1941)
the Secretary of State for Communications indicated that many
thousands of kilometres of railways were still to be closed, and
that it was his intention to replace slow trains for passengers by
automobile services. As for conveyance of goods by fast service,
motor lorries must no longer be employed except for parcel
freights: their carriage rates must be the same as railway rates
plus terminal costs. Forwarding agents again lose their power of
choosing the means of transport, and must in all cases apply to
the booking offices of the Soci6t6 Nationale des Chemins de Per,
the S.N.CF.
Furthermore, a law published on May 8, 1941, laid down rules
for co-ordination between rail and water transport, while ensuring
a division of transport between the great inland navigation com-
panies and the small independent men. Regional co-ordinating
commissions, including representatives of the S.N.CF*, the
National Office of Navigation, and water transport, are to super-
intend the proper utilization of the resources of the railways and
the waterways.